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Minimizing stormwater pollution 
  F A C T S H E E T  
 
The work of the Casco Bay Estuary               
Partnership is guided by the Casco Bay 
Plan, which identifies five priorities for  
watershed protection: 
1. Minimize pollution loading 
from stormwater and                  
combined sewer overflows 
2. Open and protect shellfish beds and 
swimming beaches 
3. Protect and restore habitat 
4. Reduce toxic pollution 
5. Promote responsible stewardship 
Impervious surfaces like roads and driveways 
channel pollutants into stormwater systems that 
discharge into the rivers and streams.  Above, oil 
enters a storm drain. 
Combined sewer overflows (CSOs) discharge a 
mix of stormwater and untreated sewage during 
wet weather.  The CSO outfall pictured above 
empties into Portland’s Back Cove. 
CBEP’s efforts to stem  
stormwater pollution 
The Casco Bay Estuary Partnership works through a range of 










































The “Think Blue” campaign is a 
statewide stormwater education 
effort. 
Counterclockwise from top:  CBEP has funded low impact development 
demonstration projects, including a green roof at East End School in Port-
land and a rain garden at the Freeport Community Center.  Pervious pave-















































The New Meadows River Watershed Partnership 
is exploring the feasibility of removing causeways 
that restrict tidal flow and impair water quality 
in the river. 
Nearly a third of the Long Creek watershed is 
covered by impervious surfaces like roofs and 
parking lots.  To combat stormwater pollution in 
the Creek, CBEP helped develop a watershed 
management plan. 
Over the past two decades, both the number of 




























For more information 
For more information about CBEP’s grants and technical assistance programs, 
visit the website, or call 780‐4820. 
Protecting & restoring the ecological integrity of the Casco Bay watershed 
The Casco Bay Estuary Partnership works to preserve the ecological  
integrity of Casco Bay and to ensure compatible human uses of 




Small actions can add up to a big 
stormwater problem in Casco Bay — 
but each of us can do small things to 
improve the health of our waters, 
too.  Try some of these ideas in your 
home and yard: 
 Direct rainwater from your              
gutters into a rain barrel or               
rain garden 
 Plant shrubs and trees to                
absorb rainwater 
 Keep your vehicles tuned up and 
repair oil leaks quickly 
 Wash your car on the lawn, not 
the driveway 
 Limit the use of yard fertilizers 
and pesticides 
 Use non-toxic household cleaners 
whenever possible, and properly 
use, store, and dispose of all 
household chemicals like oil and 
paint thinners 
 Limit your household water use 
 Clean litter from the street in 
front of your home, to prevent 
stormdrains from clogging 
How You Can Help 
